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Knife-Wielding Palestinians Strike in Jerusalem; Two Dead

By Reuters (news@gospel herald.com) Oct 30, 2015

Knife-wielding Palestinians attacked Israelis in Jerusalem and the occupied West Bank on Friday and police said they had shot dead
two assailants, in a further wave of violence spurred partly by tensions over a Jerusalem holy site.

Four people, including another Palestinian assailant, were wounded in the incidents at an Israeli paramilitary police checkpoint
outside the West Bank city of Nablus and at atram station in East Jerusalem, ambulance officials said.

There were also violent confrontations on the outskirts of the West Bank city of Ramallah and in the Gaza Strip, where Palestinians
massed at the border and lobbed rocks at Isragli forces on the other side.

Around 40 demonstrators were wounded by Isragli fire, at least one critically, medics said.

This month's welter of violence, the worst since the 2014 Gaza war, arose in part from religious and political tensions over the
al-Agsa mosque compound in Jerusalem's walled Old City that is sacred to both Muslims and Jews.

A growing number of visits by religious Jews to the al-Aqsa plaza - Islam's holiest site outside Saudi Arabia and revered in Judaism
as the location of two destroyed biblical temples - have stirred Palestinian allegations that Israel is violating a"status quo” under
which non-Muslim prayer there is banned.

Israel says such alegations are false and that their voicing by Palestinian officials and circulation in Arab social media has been
inciting the violence.
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