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Pre-Trib Rapture and Jewish Wedding Ceremony
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| recently read awonderful article on the Pre-Tribulation Rapture as pictured by the traditional Jewish Wedding Ceremony. The
article was written by Joy Wriston and is abeautiful summation and explanation of the material in the book An Israeli Love Story
by Zola Levitt.
Y ou can reach Joy at jdwriston@gmail.com and Zola's book can be found here.
Jewish Wedding Ceremony By Joy Wriston

| was brought up in a church that believed in the Pre-Trib Rapture but in college encountered other views. | noticed that they mostly
used the same verses but interpreted them differently so wondered if my interpretation could be the one that was wrong. Then |
discovered Zola Levitt and his explanation of the Jewish roots of the Rapture confirmed for me that the Pre-Trib view isthe accurate
one.
Thisis my synopsis of histeaching gleaned from his book, An Israeli Love Story ( afictional story which explains the Jewish
wedding ceremony). Anyone who wants to research this further can do so as there are many articles from different sources on the
Internet.
TheFirst Century Jewish Wedding Ceremony

In the first century, when ayoung man saw a young lady he liked, he consulted with his father. Sometimes the father picked the girl
and no consultations were necessary. But when the father approved of the choice of a bride, the young man would go to her house
and speak with her father. (p.105)
At the bride's house three very important things would occur: The groom would make a covenant with the bride, an actual contract;
he would drink a cup of wine with her which sealed the covenant and he would pay the bridal price for her to the father. The bridal
price was to make sure the groom was serious about the covenant?he had to pay a price. After the covenant was made, the cup had
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been drunk and the price paid, the groom would make a speech to the bride telling her that he was going to leave her and return to
his father's house to prepare abridal chamber for her, sort of a honeymoon suite.

The words he would say were ?l go to prepare a place for you.? He would be gone for along time. He would have to build and finish
the bridal chamber and have it approved by his father. It would have to be stocked for enough provisionsto last for the prescribed
seven days for a honeymoon of that time period.He would want it to be beautiful for her.

It had to be done right to win the approval of the groom's father. During that year or so that the groom was building the bridal
chamber, if anyone asked him when the wedding would be, he would say. 2| don't know. Only my father knows.?And that was
true.He couldn't go back to get his bride until his father approved the chamber and told him to go get her.(pp.106-108)

Meanwhile, the bride was waiting with dignity. She wore her veil whenever she went out so that other young men would know that
she wasn't available. Now she was called ?set apart,? ?consecrate.? And ?bought with a price.? She was no longer her own person
but an individual contracted to another and she conducted herself in away that respected that agreement. She didn't seek after other
young men. She prepared herself for marriage by gathering her trousseau and waiting for her groom. She was at home every night,
especialy astime went on and she knew he could be coming.

The tradition was for him to come at night, especially midnight, to try to take her by surprise. It was to be ?an abduction.? The bride
would be waiting with her ?bridesmaids,? her sisters or whomever she wanted in her wedding party. They would all have oil in their
lamps just in case the groom did come at night. Astime went on they were sure to be ready every night. (pp.109-110)

One night the groom did finally come. It was customary for the groom's party to shout as they neared the bride's house.When the
bride heard that shout, she knew her groom had come to get her. The groom and his friends would rush in and grab every girl in
sight, being sure to get the one with the veil (the bride). He needed her veil as the party would be going through the streets and she
was not yet married. The bride's father and brothers looked the other way as long as it was the young man with the contract. (p.110)
The entire wedding party would head towards the groom's house, traveling through the streets and laughing. People would know
there was a wedding going on but couldn't tell who the bride was because the bride was covered by the veil. The bride and groom
would enter the bridal chamber while the wedding party waited outside along with the wedding guests (friends of the groom's
father). Everyone waited outside the wedding chamber until the groom told his trusted friend through the door that the marriage was
consummated.

Then the guests began celebrating an accomplished marriage. The guests would spend the next seven days there celebrating until the
bride emerged with her veil off. Now the couple were husband and wife. Then there would be the marriage supper where everyone
would joyfully congratulate the new couple. Afterwards, the young couple would leave the father's house and go to a permanent
home the husband had prepared for them. (p.111-113)

Jesus as the Bridegroom The New Covenant

Hebrew 8:8 quotes Jeremiah 31:31-34 which states:

??Behold, days are coming,’ declares the Lord, Awhen | will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah;
not like the covenant | made with their fathers on the day | took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt; My
covenant which they broke, although | was a husband to them,’ declares the Lord.?But this is the covenant which | will make with
the house of Israel after those days declaresthe Lord, 21 will put My law within them and on their heart | will writeit; and | will be
their God and they shall be My people. They will not teach again, each man his neighbor and each man his brother, saying, ?Know
the Lord' for they will al know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them,? declares the Lord, ?for | will forgive their
iniquities and their sin | will remember no more.?

The New Covenant had to do with the Messiah's coming and had to be signed in blood. Abraham had to divide animals when the
Abrahamic Covenant made the Jews the chosen people (Genesis 15:10). In Moses' day, the blood of the sacrificial lamb on the
doorposts saved the firstborn of the Jewish believers (Exodus 12:7). Then later on Mount Sinai, the Mosaic Covenant was
established. It required repeated blood (animal) sacrifices specified in the Law for the forgiveness of sins/offenses against God
(Exodus 20:24).

The Davidic Covenant included burnt and peace offerings which required the shedding of animal blood (2 Samuel 6:17-18, 1
Chronicles 16:1-3). It's the blood that makes the Covenant go into effect. When the Messiah (Jesus) came, John the Baptist called
Him ,?The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world? (John 1:29). Isaiah 53:7 says the Messiah 2would be led as alamb to
the slaughter.? When Jesus died on the cross, it was as a sacrifice for us; dying in our place with our sins placed on Him.

That the relationship of God and Israel has always been a marriage is made clear in the book of Hosea. In Jeremiah 31:32 God says
He has been a ?husband? to Israel.Paul compared marriage to being like the relationship between Christ and the church (Ephesians
5:22-33). The church isreferred to as the bride of Christ or betrothed of Christ (Revelation 17:9; Ephesians 5:25-28; 2 Corinthians
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11:1-4).

Jesus said that He only came for the 7 ost sheep of the house of Israel.? When Gentiles came to faith in the Jewish Messiah they
were grafted into the Jewish tree, and were called the spiritual seed of Abraham (Matthew 15:24; Romans 11:17).

TheCup

At the Passover supper Jesus drank the cup with his disciples and stated ?Thisis My blood of the new covenant which is poured out
for many for the forgiveness of sins. (Matthew 26:28) God promises, 2 will forgive their iniquities and remember their sins no
more.? (Jeremiah 31:34) In the Jewish faith, the cup at the Passover supper is called the ?Cup of Redemption.?

ThePrice

Jesus paid the bride price. He even asked His Father if it was worth it. (Luke 22:42-44) In the Garden of Eden Jesus prayed, ?Father,
if You arewilling, remove this cup from Me; yet not My will, but yours be done. And His sweat fell like great drops of blood while
He was contemplating the cross. God sent an angel to strengthen His Son. That was His answer. Jesus paid the price for us.

?l Goto Prepare aPlacefor You?

In John 14:2-3 Jesus tells His disciples, ? In My Father's house are many dwelling places. If it were not so, | would have told you;
for | go to prepare aplace for you. If | go and prepare a place for you, | will come again and receive you to Myself, that where | am,
there you may be also.? His ascension into heaven isrecorded in Mark 16:19-20 and L uke 24:50-51.

TheBride Awaits

Jesusis still at his Father's house preparing a place for us. And we are awaiting His return in a consecrated way ?bought with a price;
set apart (1 Corinthians 6:20; John 17:14-26, Romans 12:2;1 Peter 1:15-16.) We are to act like the covenanted bride and be waiting
at all times for our Bridegroom to come.We are to have oil in our lamps and be ready to travel, even at night (Matthew 25:1-46). Our
oil isthe Holy Spirit, the third Person of the Trinity who came to the Jews at Pentecost after the Messiah ascended. We are each to
be filled with the Holy Spirit and always ready to go (Acts 2).

Jesus performed a vast Jewish courtship with His believers. ?The Lord will return for His bride. There will be abridal chamber in
heaven where Jesus and the church will spend seven years - like the ancient seven days, and there will be a marriage supper like the
Jews used to have. Every detail of Jesus' great wedding will be accomplished and it will be carried out in the exact traditions of the
Jewish people, because Jesus is Jewish!?

The Return of the Bridegroom

In the Jewish holy days, ?Shuvuot (Pentecost) ? that's the harvest holiday. All summer following Pentecost the people plant and till
the ground. But when the trumpet sounds, on what we now call Rosh Hashanah, the old Feast of Trumpets, the crops are in and the
harvest is finished. Jeremiah, just to mention one prophet, could see that we wouldn't be ready?not all of us.

?The summer is ended and we are not saved? (Jeremiah 8:20).Paul gave us awonderful picture of that moment when the groom will
return for His bride.? For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with trumpet
of God, and the dead in Christ will risefirst. Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the cloudsto
meet the Lord in the air and so we shall always be with the Lord (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17). (pp. 149-151)

That fulfills everything.Y ou have the shout of the bridegroom to notify the bride of his coming; you have the trumpet to finish the
harvest and to proclaim liberty for God's people. We (Jews) used to blow the trumpet on each Jubilee to proclaim libertywell, thisis
real liberty (Leviticus 25:10).

Just as a Jewish bridegroom called for his bride unexpectedly, and took her to his father's house, Jesus will take His Bride (believers)
away quickly, changed in the twinkling of an eye. (1 Corinthians 15:52). The Bride is to be ready and waiting with her veil on so
that anyone who sees her pass will not know who sheis.

Peoplein today's world also don't recognize the bride of Christ. They see people going to church but don't recognize them as the
Bride. It'sasif true believers are wearing a spiritual veil making them unrecognizable to the world. After the Bride has gone on to
her wedding, the world still won't recognize who she was.

The House of the Father of the Groom

When the bride and groom arrive at the groom's father's house they will find a large gathering of wedding guests who are friends of
the father. When the Bridegroom brings us to His Father's house we will also find the Father's friends there as wedding guests. These
are the Old Testament saints, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the prophets, and the faithful chosen people who lived prior to the coming
of the Messiah.

But first the bride and groom must go into the bridal chamber for seven days. And the groom's friend waits outside the chamber until
he hears the groom's voice. Then he tells the guests when the marriage is consummeated. In John 3:29 the Pharisees were questioning
John the Baptist if he was the Messiah. John told them: ?He that has the bride is the bridegroom: but the friend of the bridegroom
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who stands nearby and hears him, rejoices greatly because of the bridegroom's voice. So thisjoy of mine has been made full.? The
marriage is accomplished when the bridegroom's voice is heard.

The ?honeymoon? in heaven is the judgment seat of Christ. We will go before the Messiah and He will look at our works done for
Him while we were in the flesh.We (believers) are all His servants and we do both good works and bad. In 1 Corinthians 3:11-15
Paul wrote:

?No man can lay afoundation other than the one which islaid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if any man builds on the foundation with
gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay or straw, each man's work will become evident; for the day will show it for itisto be
revealed with fire and the fire itself will test the quality of each man'swork. If any man's work which he has built on remains, he will
receive areward (crowns). If any man'swork is burned up he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.
This has nothing to do with sins. They were all covered at the cross. God isn't going to charge us for what is already paid for. If you
accept Jesus as Messiah (Savior) all your sins are forgiven. The ?honeymoon? is where the groom removes the bride's veil and
knows her secrets. Even with our ?bad? works, love is the healing factor. If you want a ?good honeymoon? follow the Lord and do
your good works for him. Either way, keep in mind that Jesus loves you and will be very glad to see you.

The Marriage Supper

The announcement has been made that the marriage is consummated. The Lord has examined everyone's works and the crowns have
been awarded. Now there is great rejoicing and celebration. The marriage is official and the great marriage supper (what we would
call the reception) will commence. The Bride will be greatly honored:

?Let usrejoice and be glad and give glory to Him for the marriage of the Lamb has come and His wife has made herself ready. It
was given to her to clothe herself in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints? (Revelation
19:7-8).

Notice that the Bible now says 2wife? instead of ?bride.? The honeymoon is finished and we are now married to the Lord. After the
supper isover, we'll leave to live and reign with our Husband in His millennial kingdom.

jdwriston@gmail.com

Painting By Joseph Martin Kronheim (1810-1896) [Public domain], via Wikimedia Commons
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